Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 11251 081247Z 
53 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SAM-01 OPR-02 A-01 SY-05 AID-05 

SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 /077 W 

008180 

O P 081154Z SEP 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6112 

INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 

AMCONSUL ADANA 

AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 

AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

USINT BAGHDAD 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 

AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 

AMEMBASSY DOHA 

AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY MANAMA 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

AMEONSUL STUTTGART 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

USCINCEUR 

DIA WASHDC 

CIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1 125 1 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 11251 081247Z 
E.O. 11652: GDS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


TAGS: PINT, PINS, LE 

SUBJECT: ERUPTING CIVIL STRIFE IN TRIPOLI HEIGHTENS TENSION 
REF: BEIRUT 11208 

1. AFTER QUIETING DOWN FOR ABOUT 24 HOURS SEPT 6-7 AND THUS 
RESTORING RELATIVE CALM COUNTRY-WIDE FOR THE FIRTST TIME 
IN NEARLY TWO WEEKS, TRIPOLI SUDDENLY BLEW UP AGAIN MID- 
DAY SEPT 7. THE CAUSE OF THE ERUPTION WAS THE SHOOTING OF 

12 MEN FROM TRIPOLI WHO WERE TRAVELLING TOWARD BEIRUT AND 
WERE PICKED UP AT CHEKKA, JUST SOUTH OF TRIPOLI. THEY WERE 
SHOT AT ABOUT 1130 HOURS (LOCAL) SEPT 7 BY ARMED MEN FROM THE 
CHRISTIAN STRONGHOLD OF ZGHORTA. WHEN REPORTS OF THE EVENT 
REACHED TRIPOLI, THE CEASEFIRE WAS IMMEDIATELY FORGOTTEN. 

2. TRIPOLI IS DESCRIBED AS "IN VIRTUAL STATE OF WAR." BOTH 
SIDES ARE USING HEAVY WEAPONS, AND HUMAN AND PROPERTY 
LOSSES ARE HIGH. THE SITUATION IS FLUED. THERE IS UN- 
CONFIRMED PRESS REPORT OF HAND-TO-HAND FIGHTING NEAR ZGHORTA 
FOLLOWING AN ATTACK BY TRIPOLIT ANI AN S THERE. (COMMENT: IF 
TRUE, THIS WOULD BE A RARITY. CIVIL STRIFE IN LEBANON THUS 

FAR HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY LONG-DISTANCE SHELLING. IDNAPPING, 
OR HIT-AND-RUN DYNAMITING.) 

3. THE KILLING OF THE 12 TRIPOLI MEN HAS BEEN CONDEMNED BY 
ZGHORTA OFFICIALS, WHO HAVE PROMISED THAT THEY WOULD TURN THE 
KILLERS OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES. HOWEVER, THIS PLEDGE SO FAR 
HAS BEEN INEFFECTUEL IN STOPPING THE RENEWED WARFARE. AP- 
PARENTLY, ONLY ONE OF THE ZGHORTIOTS INVOLVED WAS THE ACTUAL 
KILLER, HIS COMPANIONS HAVING JUST WISHED TO KIDNAP THE VICTIMS. 
THERE ARE REPORTS THAT MORE VICTIMS MAY BE INVOLVED. 

4. THE DISCOVERY OF THREE ADDITIONAL BODIES OF CHRISTIANS NEAR 
ZAHT.F. HAS REHEATED TENSIONS IN THAT CITY AS WELL. THERE WAS 
REPORTEDLY SOME FIGHTING THERE FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS SEPT 7, BUT 
MEDIATION CALMED THE SITUATION AGAIN. WE HAVE NO REPORTS OF 
MAJOR STRIFE AT ZAHLE AS OF THE MEMENT. THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
OFFICE IN BEIRUT CLAIMS IT IS QUIET. 

5. BEIRUT REMAINS CALM, BUT THE SITUATION IN TRIPOLI MAKES 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BEIRUT 11251 081247Z 

CAPITAL RESIDENTS JUMPY. TWO BOMBS EXPLODED DURING THE 
NIGHT OF SEPT 7-8 IN RAS BEIRUT, DESTROYING TWO COMMERCIAL 
ESTALISHEMNTS. ONE OF THE BOMBS CAUSED MINOR PROPERTY 
DAMAGE TO THE APARTMENT OF AN EMBASSY AMERICAN EMPLOYEE. 
THERE WERE SEVERAL CHRISTIAN ROADBLOCKS IN BEIRUT AS OF 
EARLY AM SEPT 8. THREE RALLIES SEPT 7 BY PALESTINIANS AND 
LEFTISTS HELD AT BEIRUT CINEMAS TO PROTEST THE SINAI AGREEMENT 
WERE HELD WITHOUT INCIDENT. 
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6. PRIMIN KARAME HAS CALLED AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF 
THE CABINET FOR SEPT 8. THE QUESTION EVERYONE'S MIND IS 
WHETHER THE ARMY WILL BE ASKED TO INTERVENE IN TRIPOLI. 

INTMIN CHAMOUN IS REPORTEDLY INSISTING THAT THE ARMY BE CALLED 
IN, DECLARING THAT THE SITUATION HAS DETERIORATED TO THE POINT WHERE 
THE STRETCHED-OUT SECURITY FORRCES MUST BE REINFORCED. HOW- 
EVER. MOSLEM AND LEFTIST GROUPS HAVE LONG BEEN ADAMANT 
AGAINST THE USE OF THE ARMY. WHICH THEY VIEW AS BIASED TOWARD 
THE CHRISTIANS. A MOST .F.M-T .F.FTIST UPROAR IS POSSIBLE IF THIS 
STEP IS TAKEN. KARAME THUS FACES A DILEMMA. AS HEAD OF 
THE GOVT, HE MUST APPROVE NECESSARY MEASURES TO RESTORE 
ORDER; YET AS ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S MAIN SUNNI MOSLEM LEADERS, 

HE MUST CONSIDER THE FEELINGS OF HIS CONSTITUENCY. EVENTS MAY THUS 
BE TAKING THE "SALVATION CABINET" TO ITS FIRST MOMENT OF TRUTH. 
(COMMENT: I DOUBT THAT ARMY WILL INTERVENE IN THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE. FORMER PRIMIN SAEB SALAAM, BEIRUT SUNNI LEADER. TELLS 
US THAT USING ARMY NOW "UNDER PRESENT LEADERSHIP, "I.E., GEN- 
ERAL GHANEM, WOULD BE TANTAMOUNT ALLOUT CIVIL WAR.) 

GODLEY 
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